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GUIDELINES FOR GRANT APPLICATIONS

The Freemasons’ Grand Charity is the central charity of all Freemasons in England and Wales.  It was formally registered in 1981 and carries on a long tradition of charitable support.  This note provides guidance on the applications procedure for non-Masonic charities.

THOSE WHO ARE ELIGIBLE FOR A GRANT

· Grants are made only to charities
· Charities must be registered with the Charity Commission  
· Charities must operate nationally throughout England and Wales
THOSE WHO ARE NOT ELIGIBLE FOR A GRANT
· Individuals (other than for the relief of “poor and distressed Freemasons” and their dependants) 

· Charities that serve an individual region or city, for example, a regional hospital, a local church, a day centre or a primary school

· Organisations not registered with the Charity Commission (other than some exempt charities)

· Organisations or projects outside England and Wales

· Charities that are deemed to hold funds in excess of their requirements

Regional or local charities should apply instead to the Provincial Grand Lodge of the region in which they operate.  Provincial Offices are listed in telephone directories, usually under “Freemasons” or “Masons”, or on www.ugle.org.uk under Information for Freemasons, U.G.L.E. Lodges.

GUIDELINES FOR GRANTS

The Freemasons’ Grand Charity gives grants principally in the following areas:

	· Vulnerable People
	· Health

	· Disability
	· Medical Research

	· Youth Opportunities
	· Hospices


Grants are NOT normally given for:

· Activities that are primarily the responsibility of central or local government 

· Animal welfare

· The arts

· The environment

· Political objectives

Hospice Grants

The hospice grants are made as part of a nationwide project and total approximately £500,000 each year.  Hospice grant applications should be made on a separate form which is available from either the appropriate Provincial Grand Lodge, The Freemasons’ Grand Charity office or the Hospice page of the website at www.grandcharity.org.

Medical Research Grants

Preference is given to medical research applications from charities that are members of the Association of Medical Research Charities (AMRC).  If a charity is not a member of the AMRC its research project should have been peer reviewed in accordance with the guidelines of the AMRC.   We recommend that charities applying for a grant to fund medical research should read the AMRC guidance prior to submitting an application.

SIZE OF GRANTS

Minor Grants

Core funding grants of between £500 and £5,000 are given to smaller charities whose annual income does not exceed about £1 million.  This form is for applications for Minor Grants only.

Major Grants
Grants of between £5,000 and £50,000 are made only for a designated purpose and generally to larger charities.  Funding may be granted for up to three-year periods in certain circumstances where there is evidence of an on-going need for charitable grant funding.  

· The average grant size is likely to be between £10,000 and £25,000.  

· A very few major grants of over £50,000 may be approved each year.  

· The purpose might be to fund a salary or to deliver a specific project.

· Grants are not normally made for capital building projects, whether for new buildings, renovation, updating or extension.

· Please request the more detailed application form for Major Grants or download it from the website.
GRANT APPLICATION PROCEDURE

To apply to The Freemasons’ Grand Charity for a grant, a charity must complete the application form. The form is available on the website at www.grandcharity.org, or you can send an email requesting a form to info@the-grand-charity.org.  

All applications must be accompanied by a full copy of the charity’s latest annual report and audited accounts.  

Applications may be submitted to The Freemasons’ Grand Charity office for the attention of the Non-Masonic Grants Officer, The Freemasons’ Grand Charity, 60 Great Queen Street, London WC2B 5AZ, at any time throughout the year.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

Charities should also offer The Freemasons’ Grand Charity the opportunity for its support to be recognised and acknowledged publicly.

The Freemasons’ Grand Charity

minor grant application form

Information requested in this application form is the minimum required for a grant to be considered.  Applicants should enclose additional information as necessary.  Please send one unbound copy of the application form and the charity’s latest annual report and audited accounts.

	1.  CONTACT DETAILS



	Name of charity
	

	Name of contact person


	

	Job title of contact person


	

	Address for correspondence 
	

	Telephone number

  Switchboard

  Direct Dial
	

	Email address


	

	Website 


	

	Registered charity number
	


	2.  APPLICANT CHARITY



	Description of the main purpose of the charity 


	

	If available, please enclose an executive summary of the charity’s strategic business plan.  Please do not send the full plan.


	

	Geographic area served by the charity.  This must be national (i.e. covering all of England and/or Wales).


	

	Head office (town & county)

Number of other locations
	

	Number of staff 

  Full time / part time


  Volunteers


	Head Office
	Other Locations


	Total




	3. GRANT



	Size of grant requested (£500-£5,000). One year only.


	

	Main category into which the grant would fall 


	[Select from Vulnerable People, Disability, Health, Medical Research or Youth Opportunities]


	4. ACCOUNTS INFORMATION


	From latest annual accounts
	For previous year

	Total Income 


	£
	£

	Statutory Income


	
	

	National Lottery Funding


	
	

	Fundraising/Charitable Grants


	
	

	Fees or subscriptions


	
	

	Sales


	
	

	Other


	
	

	
	
	

	Total Expenditure


	£
	£

	Charitable purposes


	
	

	Fundraising / Publicity


	
	

	Management / Administration


	
	

	
	
	

	Surplus (Deficit)
	£
	£

	
	
	

	Total Reserves


	£
	£

	Restricted Reserves


	
	

	Unrestricted Reserves


	
	


DECLARATION

I, __________________________________am an authorised representative of

___________________________________ (name of organisation).  To the best of my knowledge the information I have provided on this application form is correct.  If The Freemasons’ Grand Charity agrees to make a grant the money will be used exclusively for the purposes described in this application form.

	Signed
	

	Position in organisation
	

	Date
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